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colonels, and seventy-five other officers who had
died with their men. Behind the log walls and
earthworks loafed the unkempt, hilarious heroes
of whom only seventy-one had been killed or hurt,
and no more than thirteen of these in the grand as-
sault which Pakenham had led. "Old Hickory"
had told them that they could lick their weight in
wildcats, and they were ready to agree with him.
Magnificent but useless, after all, excepting as a
proud heritage for later generations and a vindica-
tion of American valor against odds, was this
battle of New Orleans which was fought while the
Salem ship, Astrea, Captain John Derby, was driv-
ing home to the westward with the news that a
treaty of peace had been signed at Ghent. With a
sense of mutual relief the United States and Eng-
land had concluded a war in which neither nation
had definitely achieved its aims. The treaty failed
to mention such vital issues as the impressment of
seamen and the injury to commerce by means of
paper blockades, while on the other hand England
. relinquished its conquest of the Maine coast and its
claim to military domination of the Great Lakes.
English statesmen were heartily tired of a war in
which they could see neither profit nor glory, and
even the Duke of Wellington had announced it as